
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Eva Ferguson       

Department: Psychology       Phone Number: (618) 650-3973 

E-mail Address: efergus@siue.edu       Campus Box: 1121 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 0 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [X] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 9 hours 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? Yes     

 If ‘yes,’ in which course? PSYC 491   

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3   

 

Location of research/creative activities: Psychology Research lab, AH 0330   

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The research activity is part of a three-year funded project. Data were collected from parents receiving Positive 

Discipline (PD) training. The PD educators randomly assigned parents to an Experimental (E) and a Control (C) 

Group. The E group received the 6-week PD program of training and the C group waited to receive their training 

after the 'Post-Test' was given. Surveys were answered by parents prior to and following the E group's training. 

After the E group received training the C group did. Then about 6 months later both groups answered a 'follow up' 

set of questions. The purpose of the study is to asses what kinds of changes in responses occur as a function of PD 

training. We are now doing fine-grained analysis of the data. Next June the Principal Investigator is presenting some 

of the results at a national convention.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Students in the past entered the data. Students at this time are analyzing the data with SPSS and writing summaries 

of the results. The lab has two major meetings a week, in which procedures and results are discussed. Students 

participate actively in these discussions. After a semester, each student has a good understanding of experimental 

design, which statistical procedures to employ, and how to interpret the results of the statistical procedures.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student will learn to run ANOVAs and t tests using SPSS, to make good Figures of results, to be able to talk 

about and write about the research (hypotheses, method, results, conclusions and implications) and to understand the 

findings in relationship to the larger relevant literature. 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The student's schedule is made to fit the various demands of the student. There are no pre-set times. Times are 

worked out in collaboration with all students' needs.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
  All research is done in the PI's research lab (AH 0330).  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Student should have completed Psyc. 220 and 221 and received at least a B grade in both.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

  Prior research experience is desirable.  

 

 


